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First milk cooperatives assist dairy farmers
In 1915, dairy farmers in the Twin Cities area were struggling to get fair prices
from milk dealers. In 1916, four Extension county agents, led by Hennepin
County agent K.A. Kirkpatrick, helped form the Twin City Milk Producers
Association, a marketing cooperative. Kirkpatrick became the general
manager and held the post for many years.
In 1917, the cooperative was attacked for "the offense of representing farmers"
to sell their milk collectively, but in two years, the association was accepted.
Extension went on to help organize two other cooperatives now known (and
still thriving) as the Central Livestock Association and Land O' Lakes, Inc.
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